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MS Comprehensive Exam 
Department of Botany  

 
Policy approved by the Department of Botany 13 November 2012. 

 
 
General Structure of the Comprehensive Exam 

 
The MS Comprehensive Exam is equivalent to the written portion of the PhD 
Comprehensive Exam called the General Exam. 

 
It is intended that MS students take the MS Comprehensive Exam no later than the beginning of 
their third semester in the Botany graduate program. Incoming MS students who have been 
prescribed English Language Institute coursework (ELI courses) by the University of Hawaii 
may defer their MS Comprehensive Exam by the period of time that they are taking ELI courses 
(typically 1-2 semesters). If circumstances do not allow the student to meet these timelines, the 
student must request a postponement to the next available exam date, which must be endorsed by 
his or her committee chair and submitted to the Graduate Chair no later than one month prior to 
the exam. If the student does not take the comprehensive exam and if no approval is sought for 
deferring the exam, the student will be placed on notice within the department. Any student who 
is on notice or who has requested a deferral of their comprehensive exam for reasons other than 
ELI coursework will be asked to meet with the Botany Department Chair, the Graduate Chair, 
and his or her advisor. This meeting will be used to discuss the student’s progress and to establish 
specific goals with a timeline. Subsequently, a student who does not meet his or her goals within 
the agreed upon timeline will be recommended to the Dean of the Graduate Division for dismissal 
from the graduate program. 
 
The University of Hawai‘i Graduate Division rules allow for two attempts to pass the 
Comprehensive Exam. Failure in a first attempt must be followed by a second attempt the next 
time the exam is offered. If a student fails the second attempt, the Graduate Chair will 
recommend to the Dean of the Graduate Division that the student be dismissed from the 
graduate program. 

 
 
Procedures for the General Exam 

 
A current version of an introductory textbook (for example, the most recent edition of Raven et 
al. Biology of Plants, currently in its 8th Edition and titled “Raven Biology of Plants”) is used as 
the basis for scope and depth of the general botany core. 

 
A standing committee, the Comprehensive Exam Committee, is composed of Department 
of Botany faculty members (Board of Regents appointed). This committee solicits questions 
from the faculty from which to construct the MS Comprehensive Exam. This committee 
also administers and evaluates the exam. 

 
The Comprehensive Exam Committee sets one or more times each semester when the 
Comprehensive Exam will be administered to students in the MS program. One exam time will 
be during the week before the start of the semester. Depending on the need, a second exam time 
may be scheduled later in each semester. The date of an exam will be announced no later than 
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one month before the exam. 
 
Responses to the questions are identified only with the student ID number to maintain 
anonymity in grading. 

 
The exam is administered as two 3.5-hour sessions during one day or on successive 
days, as determined by the Comprehensive Exam Committee. Questions are organized 
to be completed in this time frame. 

 
Following the exam, the Comprehensive Exam Committee distributes the exam responses for 
grading to the faculty members who designed the questions. The Comprehensive Exam 
Committee gathers the grades and then discusses each student’s performance. A score of 
80% or more is passing and a score of less than 80% is failing. For scores between 70% and 
80%, the Comprehensive Exam Committee will meet to review the exam and assess if it was 
graded fairly. A simple majority vote of the Comprehensive Exam Committee will determine 
pass/fail for such exams. 

 
The grade scored on the Comprehensive Exam will be given to the student within one week of 
the examination. Grades will be communicated to students by the Graduate Chair. 
 
MS students who pass the written comprehensive exam will be given the CRN for BOT 601 or 
602 in the subsequent semester, for which they will receive two credits and the grade scored on 
the exam. 

 
 
Release of questions to graduate students 

 
Within one month after a Comprehensive Exam is administered, all questions from that 
exam will be released to Department of Botany graduate students. 

 
 
Procedures for appealing results 

 
Students disagreeing with the outcomes of the Comprehensive Exam may file a grievance with 
the Graduate Division according to the policy developed by that office; see: 
http://www.hawaii.edu/graduate/policies/html/grievance.htm. 


