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On eacn of t h e  Cayman I s l ands  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  lagoons. These 
a r e  of v ~ r v i n g  s a l i n i t y  and are und0ubtedi.y t h e  most important  breedi1-q 
s i t e s  of d r agonf l i e s .  There a r e  a l s o  accumulations of s tanding  f r e s h -  
water  b u t  t he se  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  small  and m0sti.y temporary, F ra se r  
(1943) provides  a synopsis  of t h e  t ypes  of d ragonf ly  breeding a r e a s  
found on t h e  i s i a n d s ,  

Dragonf l ies  c o n s t i t u t e  a conspicuous and abundant component of t n e  
entomofauna. Publ ished information on t h e  Odonata of t h e  i s l a n d s  
appears  t o  be l i m i t e d ,  however, t o  a paper by F ra se r  (1943) i n  which 
t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  1938 Oxford Univers i ty  expedi t ion  a r e  descr ibed .  

I n  1975 t h e  Royal Soc ie ty  - Cayman I s l a n d s  Government expedi t ion  
was based f o r  about  f i v e  weeks on L i t t l e  Cayman and e i g h t  and f o u r  days 
were spen t  r e s p e c t i v e l y  on Grand Cayman and Cayman Brac. The Oxford 
Univers i ty  expedi t ion  c o l l e c t e d  mainly on Grand Cayman over  a pe r iod  
of 109 days. Twelve spec i e s  a r e  recorded from t h e  i s l a n d s  by F r a s e r  
(1943) and t o  t h i s  number f i v e  spec i e s  can now be added ( t a b l e  1 8 ) .  

Grand Cayman ev iden t ly  suppor t s  t h e  l a r g e s t  number of spec i e s .  
More were taken  t h e r e  i n  t h e  few days c o l l e c t i n g  i n  1975 than  were 
taken during t h e  much longer  pe r iod  on L i t t l e  Cayman. There i s  l i t t l e  
doubt t h a t  more s p e c i e s  awai t  d i scovery  on Grand Cayman and Cayman Brac, 
a l though t h e  l i s t  f o r  L i t t l e  Cayman i s  probably very  n e a r l y  complete. 

No endemic forms a r e  known on t h e  Cayman I s l a n d s ,  perhaps no t  
s u r p r i s i n g l y  i n  view of t h e i r  proximity t o  Cuba, Jamaica and Cen t r a l  
America. Many of t h e  spec i e s  recorded a r e  migratory wi th  l a r g e  
geographical  ranges ,  and a l l  a r e  widespread i n  t h e  Grea t e r  A n t i l l e s .  

Anax amazili (Burmeister) 

Two seen hawking over  t h e  Sesuv ium marsh a t  t h e  e a s t  end of 
L i t t l e  Cayman, August 5th.  The marsh i s  q u i t e  ex tens ive ,  i t s  e a s t e r n  
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Table 18. Species of Odonata recorded from t h e  Cayman I s l ands  by t h e  
1938 Oxford Univers i ty  Expedition and t h e  1975 Royal Society-Cayman 
I s l ands  Government E x ~ e d i t i o n .  

Grand Cayman Cayman Brac L i t t l e  Cayman 

A N 1  SOPTERA 

Ae shnidae 

Anax a m z i l i  

Gynacantha n e r v o s a  

Libel  i u l i d a e  

13rachymesia f u r c a t a  

E r  y t h e m i s  p l e b e j a  

E r y t h r o d i p l a x  naeva  

E .  f e r v i d a  

E . conna t a  

E .  umbrata 

L e p t h e m i s  v e s i c u l o s a  

M i c r a t h y r i a  d i d  y m  

O r t h e m i s  f  e r r u  q i n e a  

P a n t a l a  f l a v e s c e n s  

? . h ymenea 

Tramea a b d o m i n a l i s  

T . c o p h  ysa 

ZYGOPTERA 

Lest idae 

L e s t e s  spumar ius  

Coenagrionidae 

Anomalaqr ion  h a s t a t u m  

I s c h n u r a  rambur i  



edge being about 500 metres  from the  e a s t  coas t  from which it i s  
separa ted  by b lu f f  l imestone and storm beach. S e s u v i u m  grows 
luxur i an t ly  over about % sq. km. of wet ground i n t e r s p e r s e d  with a 
number of small ,  shallow pools .  A l l  spec ies  of dragonfly recorded 
by us  from L i t t l e  Cayman were seen a t  t h i s  p lace .  

Gynacantha n e r v o s a  (Rarnbur ) 

A s i n g l e  female captured f l y i n g  i n  a l i g h t e d  bui ld ing  i n  
Georgetown, Grand Cayman a t  1.00 a.m., August 12 th .  

Brachymes ia  f u r c a t a  (Hagen) 

Seen on L i t t l e  Cayman a t  s eve ra l  lagoons, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  
e a s t ,  between J u l y  30th and August 5 th ,  and a l s o  on t h e  storm beaches 
an6 occas iona l ly  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  I t  spends rnuch ~ i m e  p e r c i ~ i n g  on 
twigs aild i s  e a s i l y  recognised by i c s  reddish  abdomen and coloured 
hind wing bases  . 

E r y t h e m i s  p l e b e j a  (Burmeister) 

Not observed i n  1975. 

Ery  t h r o d i p l a x  naeva  (Hagen) 

The most abundant spec i e s  and found on a l l  t h r e e  i s l a n d s .  On 
L i t t l e  Cayman it occurred everywhere, very  common near  t h e  c o a s t a l  
lagoons and on t h e  storm beaches, b u t  a l s o  pene t r a t ing  t h e  i n t e r i o r  
and being seen a t  t h e  summit of Sparrowhawk H i l l .  Throughout t h e  
per iod  of t h e  expedi t ion ,  b l ack i sh  mature a d u l t s  and yellow and black 
immature specimens were noted. 

E .  f e r v i d a  (Erichson) 

A s i n g l e  female found on uncu l t i va t ed  ground i n  Georgetown, 
Grand Cayman on August 13th.  

E .  conna ta  (Burmeister) 

I n s e c t s  seen b u t  n o t  captured by t h e  1938 expedi t ion  f l y i n g  over 
Z o s t e r a  beds i n s i d e  t h e  f r i n g i n g  r ee f  a t  Bloody Bay, L i t t l e  Cayman, 
a r e  considered (under t h e  name E r y t h e m i s  m i n u s c u l a  (Rarnbur) ) t o  be 
r e f e r r a b l e  t o  E .  conna ta  (Fraser  1943).  E r y t h r o d i p l a x  m i n u s c u l a  
auc t .  from the  West Ind ie s  i s  E .  conna ta  conna ta  (Burmeister) (Borror 
1942).  

E .  umbrata (L. ) 

Recorded from a l l  t h r e e  i s l a n d s  i n  both 1938 and 1975. In  1975 
it was widespread but  n o t  common on L i t t l e  Cayman, and appeared t o  be 
more numerous on t h e  o t h e r  two i s l a n d s .  On Grand Cayman it was 
abundant a t  West Bay. Two mature females and one male only were 



t aken ,  a  female from Grand Cayman having almost hya l ine  wings w h i l s t  a  
female from Cayman Brac has  ve ry  dark  wing pa tches .  

Lep themis  v e s i c u l o s a  (F . ) 
An a t t r a c t i v e  green dragonf ly  with a  long,  s l ende r  abdomen, 

pos s ib ly  confined t o  Grand Cayman. I n  1975 it was seen a t  West Bay 
on J u l y  6 t h  and a  male was taken on August 13 th  over marshy ground 
bes ide  t h e  mid-island road.  

M i c r a t h y r i a  didyma (Se lys)  

Not observed i n  1975. 

O r  t i l emis  f e r r u g i n e a  (F , ) 

A l a r g e ,  red-bodied dragonfly observed q u i t e  commonly a t  t h e  
S E S ~ Z V ~  uin marsh, Rose t ta  F1.a ts and Digga-ry Po in t  on L i t t l e  Cayman, The 
spec i e s  s e t t l e s  f r equen t ly  on twigs.  

Pan t a l a  f i a v e s c e n s  (F . j 

This  l a r g e ,  yel lowish dragonf ly  was common on L i t t l e  Cayman 
throughout t h e  pe r iod  of t h e  exped i t i on ,  bu t  it was almost  confined t o  
a r e a s  ad j acen t  t o  t h e  c o a s t a l  lagoons. Here numbers could be seen 
toge the r  hawking, probably f o r  mosquitoes,  a t  a  he igh t  of fou r  o r  f i v e  
metres .  These f l o c k s  d i spe r sed  a t  sunse t  when t h e  i n s e c t s  went t o  
r o o s t  i n  mangroves f r i n g i n g  t h e  lagoons.  

P. hymenea (Say) 

Although taken  more f r e q u e n t l y  than  t h e  preceding spec i e s  by t h e  
1938 expedi t ion  and found then  on L i t t l e  Cayman, t h i s  spec i e s  was n o t  
observed i n  1975. 

Tramea abdominal  i s  (Kambur ) 

A s i n g l e  male only of t h i s  l a r g e  r e d  dragonf ly  wi th  bo ld ly  marked 
hindwing bases  was cap tured ,  a l though s e v e r a l  were seen ,  i nc lud ing  
p a i r s  i n  tandem, on L i t t l e  Cayman a t  Rose t ta  F l a t s  and t h e  S e s w i u m  
marsh. The spec i e s  s e t t l e s  only r a r e l y  and hawks a t  a  he igh t  of 
about f i v e  metres .  

T .  cophysa  (Se lys )  

No examples of t h i s  spec i e s  was noted i n  1975. I t  i s  s a i d  
(Needham and West fa l l  1955) t o  be d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  i n  f l i g h t  from i t s  
congener above by i t s  r edd i sh  venat ion and b lack  subterminal  abdominal 
segments. 

L e s t e s  spumar ius  (Se lys)  

Not observed i n  1975. 



A n o m a l a g r i o n  h a s t a t u n l  (Say) 

A s t rong  colony of t h i s  very  small  damself ly  was found on marshy 
ground bes ide  t h e  mid-island road ,  Grand Cayman on August 13 th .  

I s c h n u r a  r a m u r i  (Se lys)  

Severa l  specimens of t h i s  damself ly  were seen,  and a  female was 
taken  on uncu l t i va t ed  land  i n  Georgetown, Grand Cayman, on August 13 th .  
The s p e c i e s  was no t  found by t h e  1938 exped i t i on  al though F ra se r  (1943) 
a n t i c i p a t e s  i t s  d iscovery  on t h e  i s l a n d s .  

The ma te r i a l  c o l l e c t e d  i n  1975 i s  depos i ted  i n  t h e  Manchester 
Museum and B r i t i s h  Musem (Natural  H i s t o r y ) .  
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