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EDITOR'S NOTE:

A session entitled "Systems Modelling and Coral Reef Ecosystems"
was held at the 13th Pacific Science Congress (18-30 August 1975,
Vancouver, Canada). The papers in that session dealt with conceptual
aspects of reef systems as well as with specific chemical or biotic
components of those systems. It was decided during that session to
collect as many of those papers as possible into a single number of the
Atoll Research Bulletin.

This number of ARB represents the result of that decision. Eight
of the original ten papers are presented here in their entirety, in
somewhat altered format, or as expanded abstracts. The sequence of
papers in this volume is the same as the order in which they were
presented at Vancouver. It is anticipated that the other two papers
will be published elsewhere.

I thank all of the speakers at the symposium session for their
participation, and those who provided manuscripts for making this
publication possible. To the editors of the Atoll Research Bulletin
go my thanks for encouraging the publication of these papers in the
Bulletin. Editing and typing of the manuscripts was undertaken
through the auspices of the Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology,
University of Hawaii.





