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EDITOR'S NOTE: 

A s e s s i o n  e n t i t l e d  "Systems Modelling and Cora l  Reef Ecosystems" 
w a s  h e l d  a t  t h e  1 3 t h  P a c i f i c  Sc ience  Congress (18-30 August 1975, 
Vancouver, Canada). The papers  i n  t h a t  s e s s i o n  d e a l t  w i t h  concep tua l  
a s p e c t s  of r e e f  systems as w e l l  as w i th  s p e c i f i c  chemical  o r  b i o t i c  
components of t hose  systems. It w a s  dec ided  dur ing  t h a t  s e s s i o n  t o  
c o l l e c t  as many of t h o s e  papers  as p o s s i b l e  i n t o  a s i n g l e  number of  t h e  
A t o l l  Research B u l l e t i n .  

This  number of ARB r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  r e s u l t  of t h a t  d e c i s i o n .  E igh t  
of t h e  o r i g i n a l  t e n  papers  a r e  p r e sen t ed  h e r e  i n  t h e i r  e n t i r e t y ,  i n  
somewhat a l t e r e d  fo rmat ,  o r  as expanded a b s t r a c t s .  The sequence of 
papers  i n  t h i s  volume i s  t h e  same a s  t h e  o r d e r  i n  which they  were 
p r e sen t ed  a t  Vancouver. It i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  two papers  
w i l l  b e  pub l i shed  e lsewhere .  
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p u b l i c a t i o n  p o s s i b l e .  To t h e  e d i t o r s  of t h e  A t o l l  Research B u l l e t i n  
go my thanks f o r  encouraging t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of t h e s e  papers  i n  t h e  
B u l l e t i n .  E d i t i n g  and t yp ing  of t h e  manuscr ip t s  w a s  under taken 
through t h e  ausp i ce s  of t h e  Hawaii I n s t i t u t e  of Marine Biology, 
Un ive r s i t y  of Hawaii. 




