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Pa r t  I .  POPULATION H I S T O R I E S - - S P E C I E S  ACCOUNTS 
Forest  Birds:  'Elepaio 

ABSTRACT 

Chasiempis sandwichensis s c l a t e r i  i s  a  smal l ,  g reyish  O l d  --- - 
World f lyca tche r  (Musc icapidae)  . I t  i s  endemic t o  the  i s land  

of Kaua'i.  ~ x h a u s t i v e  search of l i t e r a t u r e  and f i e l d  journa ls  

uncovered some 111 observa t ional  notes ,  col l -ect ion records ,  

r e p o r t s ,  and r e l a t e d  s ta tements  on r e l a t i v e  abundance and geo- 

graphica l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  from 1881 t o  1977. Records a r e  s e r i a l l y  

- numbered, arranged in  geographical  and chronological  o rde r ,  

re ferenced ,  and sys temat i ca l ly  reviewed. Analysis i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  

from t h e  1890's  t o  1977 depopulation ranged from severe t o  com- 

p l e t e  i n  t he  lowlands, and from moderate t o  none i n  mid- and 

upper e l eva t ion  l o c a l i t i e s .  



9. C h a s i e m p i s  s a n d w i c h e n s i s  - s c l a t e r i  -.---a- 

' E l e p a i o  

C h a s i e m p i s  s a n d w i c h e n s i s  s c l a t e r i  -- i s  a  small (5-6 i n c h  
l o n g ) ,  g r e y i s h  Old World f l y c a t c h e r  ( M u s c i c a p i d a e )  h a v i n g  a  b r o a d  
s o f t  b i l l , - a n d  g a p e  w i t h  l o n g  s t r o n g  b r i s t l e s  ( R o t h s c h i l d  1 8 9 3 ) .  
Endemic t o  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  K a u a ' i ,  - C. - s. --.-- s c l a t e r i  d i f f e r s  c h i e f l y  
f rom C. g .  9 a y i  o n  O1ahu and  f rom C. s.  - s a n d w i c h e n s i s  -.---- o n  H a w a i ' i  
by t h e  a d u l t s  h a v i n g  g r e y i s h  i n s t e a d  o f  b rown i sh  wing c o v e r t s  
( R o t h s c h i l d  1893  ) . 

Numbers and p r i n c i p a l  r e p o s i t o r i e s  of s p e c i m e n s  a r e  a s  
f o l l o w s :  American Museum o f  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  (79), B r i t i s h  Museum 
o f  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  ( 4 9 ) ,  and B e r n i c e  P a u a h i  B i s h o p  Museum ( 3 1 )  
(Banko 1978  ms.). 

R o t h s c h i l d  ( l . 8 9 3 ) ,  W i l s o n  and Evans  ( 1 8 9 6 ) ,  P e r k i n s  ( 1 9 0 3 ) ,  
and MacCaughey ( 1 9 1 9 )  i n c l u d e d  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  C. s. --- s c l a t e r i  - ---- i n  
t h e i r  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h i s  s p e c i e s .  B e r g e r  ( 1 9 7 2 )  s y n t s e s i z e d  i n f o r -  
m a t i o n  f rom e a r l i e r  works  and  p r o v i d e d  a c o n t e m p o r a r y  summary 
t r e a t m e n t  o f  a l l  t h r e e  s u b s p e c i e s .  

In t h e  f o l l o w i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  a c c o u n t ,  o n e ,  two ,  o r  t h r e e  
d i g i t  numbers  i n  p a r e n t h e s e s  r e f e r  t o  s p e c i f i c  r e c o r d s  i n  
Appendix I .  S o u r c e s  c i t e d  i n  Appendix I may b e  t r a c e d  t o  
c o m p l e t e  r e f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h y .  

E a r l y  N o t e s  and  Reco rds  C1834-1905): 

Knowledge o f  t h e  r e l a t i v e  abundance  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
t h e  ' E l e p a i o  on  Kaua' i i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  what  
l i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a few c o l l e c t o r s  s c r i b b l e d  on  l a b e l s  o f  
museum s p e c i m e n s ,  i n  f i e l d  j o u r n a l s ,  and what  t h e y  p u b l i s h e d  
l a t e r .  V. Knudsen c o l l e c t e d  t h e  two t y p e  s p e c i m e n s  n e a r  Waimea, 
a p p a r e n t l y  c a .  1881  (Ridgway 1 8 8 2 )  b u t  l e f t  no  f u r t h e r  r e c o r d  of  
t h e i r  p o p u l a t i o n  s t a t u s  o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  I n  1888, S. B. Wilson  
c o l l e c t e d  n i n e  s p e c i m e n s ,  s e v e n  a t  4000 f e e t  e l e v a t i o n  i n  a n  
u n d e s i g n a t e d  l o c a l  i k y  ( p r o b a b l y  Halemanu) , two i n  p l a c e s  w i t h  
u n r e c o g n i z a b l e  names ( 1 4 - 1 6 ) ,  b u t  l e f t  no f u r t h e r  c l u e s  ( W i l s o n  
& Evans 1 8 9 6 ) .  

R o t h s c h i l d  ( 1 8 9 3 ) ,  no d o u b t  p a s s i n g  a l o n g  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  
lr 

9 o f  h i s  c o l l e c t o r  H .  C. P a l m e r ,  c a l l e d  t h e  s p e c i e s  " r e g u l a r l y  
d i s t r i b u t e d  o v e r  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  K a u a l i  ( b e i n g )  found  i n  t h e  l ower  
and  h i g h e r  p a r t s "  (1). Palmer  c o l l e c t e d  f i v e  s p e c i m e n s  a t  

'* 

~ a h z l u a m a n u ,  f o u r  a t  Halemanu, and  e i g h t  i n  u n s p e c i f i e d  l o c a l -  
i t i e s  i n  1 8 9 1  and 1893  ( 8 4 ,  4 2 ,  1 7 ) .  



From i n f o r m a t i o n  p i e c e d  t o g e t h e r  from spec imen l a b e l s  and 
f i e i d  j o u r n a l  e n t r i e s ,  i t  i s  known t h a t  R o  C. L. P e r k i n s  v i s i t e d  
Kaholuamanu i n  1894 and 1895 where  h e  c o l l e c t e d  a t  l e a s t  s e v e n  
s p e c i m e n s  ( 8 6 ) ,  c a l l i n g  t h e  ' E l e p a i o  "commong1 on  t h e  h i g h  p l a t e a u  
b u t  less  numerous i n  1895 t h a n  i n  1894 ( 8 7 ,  8 8 ) .  The same i 

s o u r c e s  show t h a t  h e  a l s o  s e c u r e d  two examples  up ~ a n a p g p g  V a l l e y  
a  h a l f  d a y ' s  walk f rom Makaweli d u r i n g  1 2  t o  1 5  J u n e  1894 (108), 
and f o u r  more i n  u n d e s i g n a t e d  p l a c e s ,  two a t  4000 f e e t  e l e v a t i o n  L - 
( p r o b a b l y  a t  Halemanu) i n  1894 and/or  1895  ( 1 8 ,  1 9 ) .  I n  a d d i -  
t i o n ,  P e r k i n s  n o t e d  t h e  ' E l e p a i o  a t  a  "good e l e v a t i o n . . . i n  t h e  
m o u n t a i n s  some miles west o f  L ihue"  where  t h e r e  were  " d e n s e  
masses"  o f  ( f a l s e )  s t a g h o r n  f e r n  ( D i c r a n o p t e r  i s  1 inea r&&)  . 

Summing up h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s p e c i e s  g e n e r a l l y ,  
P e r k i n s  ( 1 9 0 3 )  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  " u n i v e r s a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o v e r  t h e  
i s l a n d s  t h e y  s e v e r a l l y  i n h a b i t ,  f rom t h e  l o w e s t  bounds t o  t h e  
uppermos t  e d g e  o f  c o n t i n u o u s  f o r e s t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  e x t r e m e  
abundance  and o b t r u s i v e  f a m i l i a r i t y ,  h a s  c a u s e d  t h e s e  b i r d s  t o  
b e  n o t i c e d  by many p e r s o n s  who h a v e  s e e n  no o t h e r  n a t i v e  b i r d s  
3 .  P e r k i n s  ( 1 9 0 3 )  te rmed t h e  s u b s p e c i e s  on  K a u a l i  " g e n e r a l l y  
d i s t r i b u t e d  and abundan t "  ( 2 ) .  

O t h e r  c o l l e c t i o n s  were  made d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  and a s h o r t  
time l a t e r .  One spec imen was t a k e n  a t  ~ a h z l u a m a n u  i n  1894 ,  p rob-  
a b l y  b y  F, Gay and  A. Robinson ( 8 5 ) ,  and A. F. Judd  c o l l e c t e d  one  
a t  Pu 'u -ka-Pe le  ca. 1900 ( 4 4 ) .  Gay and Robinson  were  a l s o  t h e  
l i k e l y  c o l l e c t o r s  of a n  example  t a k e n  a t  Makaweli i n  1894 where  
G. C. Munro s e c u r e d  four i n  1898 and/or  1899 (109). 

Bryan and S e a l e  (1901 ,  1 9 1 5 )  c o l l e c t e d  a t  l e a s t  two s p e c -  
imens a t  ~ a h z l u a m a n u  and may h a v e  had t h i s  l o c a l i t y  i n  mind when 
s t a t i n g  t h a t  a  " v e r y  c o m p l e t e  s e r i e s  was s e c u r e d . . . t h e  mos t  abun- 
d a n t  and most  e a s i l y  o b t a i n e d  o f  a n y  o f  t h e  n a t i v e  b i r d s , "  and 
t h a t  t h e y  were  " o f t e n  met.. . a l m o s t  i n v a r i a b l y  i n  p a i r s "  d u r i n g  
t h e i r  v i s i t  t o  K a u a ' i  f rom 1 2  A p r i l  t o  4  May 1900 ( 8 9 - 9 1 ) .  Bryan 
( 1 9 1 5 )  i n c l u d e d  t h e  K a u a ' i  s u b s p e c i e s  i n  a  g e n e r a l  s t a t e m e n t  that 
t h e  ' E l e p a i o  was "common" and " r e m a i n s  t h e  mos t  a b u n d a n t  Hawai ian 
s p e c i e s  o n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s i d e  a l l  t h e  way from t h e  s e a  t o  w e l l  up 
i n t o  t h e  h i g h e r  e l e v a t i o n s "  ( - 4 ) .  

From h i s  f i e l d  j o u r n a l  and i n s c r i p t i o n  on  spec imen l a b e l ( s ) ,  
L.  H e  M i l l e r  o b s e r v e d  and c o l l e c t e d  examples  o f  t h e  K a u a ' i  
' E l e p a i o  n e a r  L i h u l e  o n  29  and 30 March 1903 ,  t a k i n g  two " i n  t h e  
woods a l l  up t oward  t h e b a s e  o f  t h e  h i l l s ,  f rom Rice 's  r e s i -  
d e n c e , "  p r o b a b l y  n e a r  Kipu Kai (111, 1 1 2 )  (Banko 1978 m s . ) .  

From h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  s p e c i e s  o n  K a u a l i ,  O ' ahu ,  
and  Hawaili o v e r  a 10-year  p e r i o d  o f  r e s i d e n c y  i n  the I s l a n d s ,  - 
MacCaughey ( 1 9 1 9 )  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  s p e c i e s  was " e s s e n t i a l l y  a 
b i r d  o f  t h e  humid and m e s o p h y t i c  f o r e s t s . . . t h e  mos t  a b u n d a n t  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  n a t i v e  woodland a v i f a u n a '  (.5). MacCaughey + 

( 1 9 1 9 )  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  K a u a ' i  s u b s p e c i e s  was "abundan t  i n  a l l  
f o r e s t e d  p a r t s  of t h e  i s l a n d , "  b e i n g  found  " f rom a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
800 f e e t  e l e v a t i o n  ( a n d  h i s t o r i c a l l y  even  t o  t h e  s t r a n d  i n  many 















































































































































305 e i g h t  c e n s u s e d  ( C h r i s t m a s  Count )  / Aiea T r a i l  . . . . 
306 one  s e e n  / upper  Aiea T r a i l  .... 
307 censused  e i g h t e e n  / Aiea T r a i l  . . .  . 
308 o n l y  e i g h t e e n  s i g h t e d  ( C h r i s t m a s  Count)  .... 

(comment) / Aiea T r a i l  

308a found most  common on  s u r v e y s . .  . lower . . . . 
e l e v a t i o n  r e c o r d s  a l s o  no tewor thy  / S and 
N Halawa V a l l e y s  

308b g e n e r a l l y  d i s t r i b u t e d . .  . b u t  i n  low numbers / . . . . 
lower N Halawa V a l l e y  

308c q u i t e  common.. .noticeable d e c l i n e  i n  .... 
v o c a l i z a t i o n  as summer p r o g r e s s e d  / upper  
(N Halawa) V a l l e y  

308d r e l a t i v e  abundance ,  f r e q u e n c y  and i n c i d e n c e  . . . . 
was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  less  on  t h e  p r e s e n t  s u r v e y  
t h a n  d u r i n g  t h e  ( 1 9 7 7 )  summer s u r v e y  / i n  a l l  
p a r t s  o f  N Halawa V a l l e y . .  . pa r  titularly i n  
upper  N Halawa V a l l e y  where e l e p a i o  ranked 
o n l y  s i x t h  i n  r e l a t i v e  abundance ( a p p a r e n t l y  
r e l a t e d  t o  b o t h  a n  ea r l i e r  o n s e t  o f  b r e e d i n g  
a c t i v i t y  and a s s o c i a t e d  v o c a l i z a t i o n s  i n  
o t h e r  s p e c i e s )  

309 none s e e n  o r  h e a r d  / from b e g i n n i n g  o f  Aiea .... 
Loop T r a i l  t o  a b o u t  1 .0 mile up t h e  Ridge 
T r a i l ,  r e t u r n i n g  on  upper  p a r t  o f  t h e  l o o p  

310 n i n e t e e n  c e n s u s e d  ( C h r i s t m a s  Count)  / Aiea . . . .  
T r a i l  

310a r e c o r d e d  on 98% o f  t h e  t r i p  r e p o r t s . .  . . . . .  
a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a downward t r e n d  d u r i n g  l a s t  
decade  / Aiea T r a i l  

310b 6 censused  ( C h r i s t m a s  Count)  / Aiea T r a i l  .... 

29 Dec. 1973 

8 Dec. 1974 

22 Dec. 1974 

( 2 2  Dec. 1974)  

Summer 1977 

(Summer 1977)  

1 9  Dec. 1977 t o  
9  Mar. 1978 

8 J u n e  1975 

1 8  Dec. 1977 

1 9  Dec. 1977 t o  
9  Mar. 1978 

17 Dec. 1978 

WILE74 

WILE75 

WILE75a 

ROC R7 5 








































































































































































































































































































































































