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CPSU/UH Avian History Report 7A
HISTORY OF ENDEMIC HAWAIIAN BIRDS

Part I. POPULATION HISTORIES--SPECIES ACCOUNTS
Forest Birds: 'Elepaio

ABSTRACT

Chasiempis sandwichensis sclateri is a small, greyish 014

World flycatcher (Muscicapidae). It is endemic to the island
of Kaua'i. Exhaustive search of literature and field journals
uncovered some 111 observational notes, <c¢ollection records,
reports, and related statements on relative abundance and geo-
graphical distribution from 1881 to 1977. Records are serially
numbered} arranged in geographical and <chronological order,
referenced, and systematically reviewed. Analysis indicates that
from the 1890's to 1977 depopulation ranged from severe to com-
plete in the 1lowlands, and from moderate to none in mid- and

upper elevation localities.



9. Chasiempis sandwichensis sclateri
'Elepaio

Chasiempis sandwichensis sclateri is a small (5-6 inch
long), greyish 01d World flycatcher (Muscicapidae) having a broad
soft bill, and gape with long strong bristles (Rothschild 1893).
Endemic to the island of Kaua'i, C. s. sclateri differs chiefly
from C. s. gayi on O'ahu and from C. s. sandwichensis on Hawai'i
by the adults having greyish instead of brownish wing coverts
(Rothschild 1893).

Numbers and principal repositories of specimens are as
follows: American Museum of Natural History (79), British Museum
of Natural History (49), and Bernice Pauahi Bishop Museum (31)
(Banko 1978 ms.).

Rothschild (1893), Wilson and Evans (1896), Perkins (1903),
and MacCaughey (1919) included observations of C. s. sclateri in
their accounts of this species. Berger (1972) synthesized infor-
mation from earlier works and provided a contemporary summary

treatment of all three subspecies.

In the following historical account, one, two, or three
digit numbers in parentheses refer to specific records in
Appendix I. Sources cited in Appendix I may be traced to
complete references in the bibliography.

Early Notes and Records (1834-1905):

Knowledge of the relative abundance and distribution of
the 'Elepaio on Kaua'i in the early days is limited to what
little information a few collectors scribbled on 1labels of
museum specimens, in field Jjournals, and what they published
later. V. Knudsen collected the two type specimens near Waimea,
apparently ca. 1881 (Ridgway 1882) but left no further record of
their population status or distribution. 1In 1888, S. B. Wilson
collected nine specimens, seven at 4000 feet elevation in an
undesignated locality (probably Halemanu), two 1in places with
unrecognizable names (14-16), but left no further clues (Wilson
& Evans 1896).

Rothschild (1893), no doubt passing along the observations
of his collector H. C. Palmer, called the species "regularly
distributed over the island of Kaua'i (being) found in the 1lower
and higher parts" (1). Palmer <collected five specimens at
Kaholuamanu, four at Halemanu, and eight in unspecified local-
ities in 1891 and 1893 (84, 42, 17).



From information pieced together from specimen labels and
field journal entries, it is known that R. C. L. Perkins visited
KahGluamanu in 1894 and 1895 where he collected at least seven
specimens (86), calling the 'Elepaio "common" on the high plateau
but less numerous in 1895 than in 1894 (87, 88). The same
sources show that he also secured two examples up Hanapeépé Valley
a half day's walk from Makaweli during 12 to 15 June 1894 (108),
and four more in undesignated places, two at 4000 feet elevation
(probably at Halemanu) in 1894 and/or 1895 (18, 19). In addi-
tion, Perkins noted the 'Elepaio at a "good elevation...in the
mountains some miles west of Lihue" where there were "dense
masses" of (false) staghorn fern (Dicranopteris linearis).

Summing up his observations of the species generally,
Perkins (1903) stated that their "universal distribution over the
islands they severally inhabit, from the 1lowest bounds to the
uppermost edge of continuous forest, as well as their extreme
abundance and obtrusive familiarity, has caused these birds to
be noticed by many persons who have seen no other native birds
(.3). Perkins (1903) termed the subspecies on Kaua'i "generally
distributed and abundant" (2).

Other collections were made during the 1890's and a short
time later. One specimen was taken at Kaholuamanu in 1894, prob-
ably by F. Gay and A. Robinson (85), and A. F. Judd collected one
at Pu'u-ka-Pele ca. 1900 (44). Gay and Robinson were also the
likely collectors of an example taken at Makaweli in 1894 where
G. C. Munro secured four in 1898 and/or 1899 (109).

Bryan and Seale (1901, 1915) collected at 1least two spec-—
imens at Kaholuamanu and may have had this locality in mind when
stating that a "very complete series was secured...the most abun-
dant and most easily obtained of any of the native birds," and
that they were "often met...almost invariably in pairs" during
their visit to Kaua'i from 12 April to 4 May 1900 (89-91). Bryan
(1915) included the Kaua'i subspecies in a general statement that
the 'Elepaio was "common" and "remains the most abundant Hawaiian
species on the mountainside all the way from the sea to well up
into the higher elevations" (.4).

From his field journal and inscription on specimen label(s),
L. H. Miller observed and collected examples of the Kaua'i
'Elepaio near Lihu'e on 29 and 30 March 1903, taking two "in the
woods all up toward the_base of the hills, from Rice's resi-
dence," probably near Kipu Kai (111, 112) (Banko 1978 ms.).

From his observations of this species on Kaua'i, O'ahu,
and Hawai'i over a l0-year period of residency in the Islands,
MacCaughey (1919) stated that this species was "essentially a
bird of the humid and mesophytic forests...the most abundant
representative of the native woodland avifauna" (.5). MacCaughey
(1919) stated that the Kaua'i subspecies was "abundant in all
forested parts of the island," being found "from approximately
800 feet elevation (and historically even to the strand in many
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306
307
308

308a

308b

308c

3084

309

310

310a

310b

eight censused (Christmas Count) / Aiea Trail
one seen / upper Aiea Trail
censused eighteen / Aiea Trail

only eighteen sighted (Christmas Count)
(comment) / Aiea Trail

found most common on surveys...lower
elevation records also noteworthy / S and
N Halawa Valleys

generally distributed...but in low numbers /
lower N Halawa Valley

quite common...noticeable decline in
vocalization as summer progressed / upper
(N Halawa) Valley

relative abundance, frequency and incidence
was significantly less on the present survey
than during the (1977) summer survey / in all
parts of N Halawa Valley...particularly in
upper N Halawa Valley where elepaio ranked
only sixth in relative abundance (apparently
related to both an earlier onset of breeding
activity and associated vocalizations in
other species)

none seen or heard / from beginning of Aiea
Loop Trail to about 1.0 mile up the Ridge
Trail, returning on upper part of the loop

nineteen censused (Christmas Count) / Aiea
Trail

recorded on 98% of the trip reports...
appears to be a downward trend during last
decade / Aiea Trail

6 censused (Christmas Count) / Aiea Trail

e o o 0

* o o0

29 Dec. 1973
8 Dec. 1974
22 Dec. 1974
(22 Dec. 1974)

1976

Summer 1977

(Summer 1977)

19 Dec. 1977 to
9 Mar. 1978

8 June 1975

18 Dec. 1977

19 Dec. 1977 to
9 Mar. 1978

17 Dec. 1978

WILE74
WILE7S5
WILE75a

ROCR75

SHAR78

SHAR78

SHAR78

SHAR78

CONS75

PYLR78

SHAR78

PYLR79
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