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August 1, 1990 

SOUTH PACIFIC connissiON 

22nd REGIONAL TECHNICAL MEETING ON FISHERIES 
(Noumea, New Caledonia, 6-10 August 1990) 

COUNTRY STATEMENTi AMERICAN SAMOA 

This report summarize* fisheries catches through 1988-89 end 
current fisheries programs conducted by the Department of Marine 
and Wildlife Resources (DMWR) in American Samoa. 

CATCH SUMMARIES 

A. Canneries 

Three major fisheries supply tuna to 2 canneries in American 
Samoa* (1) purse seine fishery comprised .mainly of US flag 
vessels fishing for skipjack tuna (but also catching a 
substantial amount of yellowfin tuna}, (2) US trollers fishing 
for albacore, and (3) foreign tuna longliners targeting albacore. 
In addition, fish are also transshipped into American Samoa from 
other ports. The National Marine Fisheries Service collects 
logbook data from these fleets and also collects biological data 
on landed fish. 

The foreign albacore longline fleet has increased from 128 
vessels in 1987 to 143 vessels in 19B8. Most of the 91 foreign 
albacore longline vessels were Taiwanese and South Korean. 
Sashimi longliners, which off-loaded only a portion of their 
catch to the canneries, were up from 2b vessels in 19B7 to 52 
vessels in 19BB. Most of the fresh-frozen catches from seshimi 
vessels was transshipped from American Samoa to the Orient. 
Landings from sashimi vessels were less than 6*/. of the total 
landings off-loaded by albacore longliners, 

Total landings decreased from 37,800 metric tons (mt) to 
24,400 mt in 1988. Catch composition wast albacore (80 '/.), 
yellowfin tuna (9 */.), bigeye tuna (2 '/.), blue marlin (4 % ) , and 
others (5 7.) . 

B. Local Commercial Catches 

Principal pelagic species caught by local commercial 
fishermen aret skipjack tuna, yellowfin tuna, blue merlin, 
sharks, mahimahi, and dogtooth tuna (Table 1). 
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Table 1. American Samoa: estimated landings of 
pelagic fishes in 1989. 

SPECIES POUNDS 

Barracudas 830 
Large Barracuda 99B 
Small Barracuda 1422 
Sharks 4326 
Troll fish 630 
Dolphin (mahimahi) 3119 
Blue marlin 9694 
Sailfish 785 
Rainbow runner 789 
Wahoo 1443 
Tunas 123 
Skipjack Tuna 119418 
Dogtooth tuna 2742 
Yellowfin tuna 51449 
Kawakawa 479 

Total Tunas: 174,212 
Total Pelagic Species: 198,248 

The catch per unit effort has varied in recent years but appears 
to be fairly stable. Approximately 28 vessels landed pelagic 
species during at least a portion of 1989. 

Principal bottomfish species caught were} blue lined 
snapper, redgill emperor, lunartail grouper, oray jobfish, 
humpback snapper, jacks, and other groupers (Table 2). Catches 
have decreased in recent years although the catch per unit effort 
has increased. Approximately 28 vessels landed bottomfish during 
at least a portion of 1989. 

Yearly catches of pelagic and bottomfish in American Samoa 
were: 

Catch (pounds) 
Year Pelagics Bottomfish 

1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
19BB 
19B9 

25,02)0 
9(2, 0 0 0 

245,12)13121 
140,0500 
2 2 2 , 0 0 0 
1 6 0 , 0 0 0 
2 3 0 , 0 0 0 
1 9 8 , 0 0 0 

60 ' ,000 
1 2 3 , 0 0 0 

9 5 , 0 0 0 
9 9 , 0 0 0 
9 B , 0 0 0 
3 1 , 0 0 0 
6 1 , 0 0 0 
3 5 , 0 0 0 
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Table 2. American Samoa: estimated landings of 
bottom-fishes in 19B9. 

SPECIES 

Jacks 
Black Jack 
Trevally 
Groupers 
Peacock grouper 
Flegtail grouper 
Tomato grouper 
Blacktip grouper 
Yellowspot grouper 
Spotted grouper 
Smalltooth grouper 
Giant grouper 
Lunartail grouper 
Blue lined snapper 
Rufous snapper 
Onespot snapper 
Twinspot/red snapper 
Humpback snapper 
Brown jobfish 
Grey jobfish 
Deepwater bottomfish 
Hawaiin opakapaka 
Opakapaka 
Blue lined gindai 
Gindai <flower snapper) 
Lehi (silverjaw) 
Onaga (red snapper) 
Ehu (red snapper) 
Bigeye emperor 
Emperors(misc ) 
Longnose emperor 
Ambon emperor 
Blueline bream 
Drangespot emperor 
Redgill emperor 

Total Bottomtasnt 
Total Bottomfish Management Species: 

POUNDS 

2660 
1448 
489 

2209 
978 
129 
575 
83 
116 
92S 
27 

3B5 
3594 
7306 
434 
193 

1713 
2680 

28 
3033 
447 
278 
364 
14 

559 
1454 
1465 
1291 
26 

1907 
1954 
1358 
58 
49 

5049 

45.27R 
34,505 
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C. "Overfishing" Definition 

As a member of the Western Pacific Regional Fishery 
Management Council, American Samoa along with Guam, CNMI, and 
Hawaii »rm required to determine a technical definition of 
"overfishing" for pelagic and bottomfish populations (as required 
by Amendment 602 to the Fisheries Management Plans established fay 
the Magnusen Fisheries and Conservation Act). Such a definition 
of recruitment overfishing had to be both objective and 
measurable, and when reached, will obligate the Council to 
initiate corrective action. 

For the bottomfish definition, a species is now considered 
"overfished" when the Spawning Potential Ratio (i.e., the ratio 
of the spawning stock biomass per recruit at the current level of 
fishing to the spawning stock biomass per recruit that would 
occur in the absence of fishing) is equal to or less than 0.2. 
Data collection programs are currently being modified to gather 
the appropriate information needed to monitor this definition. 
For pelagic species, an overfishing definition is considerably 
more problematic due to their highly migratory nature. 

DMWR Programs 

A. Fish Aggregating Devices (FAD's) 

FAD's have proven popular with fishermen and fishery 
agencies as a practical way of increasing the availability of 
desired pelagic fish species in offshore waters. A test fishery 
in American Samoa demonstrated a 3 to 3-fold increase in catch 
rates at FAD's compared to open-water areas. Results of this 
study have been published by Buckley et al. (1*89, Bulletin of 
Marine Science 44:942-94?). A study to determine whether FAD's 
enhance feeding opportunities for yellowfin tuna is underway. 

B. Monitoring Inshore and Offshore Fisheries 

In addition to monitoring of offshore catches in local 
fisheries (Tables X and 2), DMWR recently initiated a study to 
produce catch and effort estimates for the inshore fishery as 
well. This includes subsistence catches of reef fishes and 
invertebrates taken during reef-associated activities day and 
night. 

C. Mariculture of Giant Clams 

Ground was broken for a demonstration hatchery to supply 
seed clams to villagers interested in growing the clams to 
commercial size. In a pilot project to raise clams to maturity, 



however, OMWR reports substantial clam mortalities (23-3(9*/.) due 
to theft and snail predation by Cvmatlum muricinum. Theft can be 
reduced by village sponsorship of grow-out areas, and twice 
weekly removals of predatory snails is recommended to improve 
clam survival. 

D. Larval Fish Study 

A report of a 2-year survey of larval fishes in Pago Harbor 
is nearing completion. Preliminary analysis indicates that 
commercially important species were not well-represented in the 
samples. 

E. Pago Harbor Toxicity Study 

The water quality of inner Pago Harbor has been seriously 
degraded as a result of many years of neglect and abuse. Despite 
obvious indicators of pollution, many villagers continue to fish 
there. A study has been initiated to determine whether fish in 
the harbor are safe for human consumption. 


