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COUNTRY STATEMENT - AMERICAN SAMOA 

Two sea turtles are known to occur in American Samoa: 
the green turtle (Chelonia iaydas) and the hawksbill turtle (Eretmoclelys 
imbricata). 

1. Tutuila Island. 

The hawksbill turtle commonly occurs around Tutuila. It is the most 
populated island, however, so there are few deserted beaches on which it 
can nest. 

2. Manu'a Islands. 

Again, the hawksbill is the common species. It is generally captured 
during November, December and January, which is also the breeding season. 
The Samoans use the meat for food and the shell for jewelry and decoration. 

3. Swains Island. 

This island is a small atoll about 210 miles north of Tutuila. The 
lagocn is completely surrounded by land with lots of sandy beaches. The 
green turtle is harvested for food when they come up on the beach to nest 
during November and December. The eggs are also dug up and eaten. 

4. Rose Atoll. 

This uninhabited atoll was estab]ished as a Federal Wildlife Refuge 
in 1973. No one is allowed to enter the lagoon or set foot on the two 
small islands without permission from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and the Ameri in Samoa Government. Yearly trips are made to the atoll to 
survey the wildlife resources. In addition, surveillance flights are 
conducted every two months, primarily to check for trespassers, but also 
to count turtles and turtle tracks. Turtle data obtained during the 
flights and on-site surveys are incomplete due to the variety of observers 
and lack of a consistent data collection format. The most informative 
survey was conducted during the night of November 21, 1974 when eleven (11) 
large green turtles were observed coming onto Rose Island. One was seen 
to lay eggs. Six (6) green turtle hatchlings were observed. Two were 
attacked by Polynesian rats. The hawksbill turtle has also been observed 
at Rose Atoll. 


